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4-H Shooting Sports
eLearning Series

Introduction to 4-H 
Shooting Sports

Module 2

Welcome to the second in a series of four 4-H Shooting Sports E-Learning Modules for the 
training of prospective 4-H Shooting Sports Program instructors. It should take 25-30 
minutes to complete this module.

Hello, this is Jim Wilson, Idaho 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator and a member of the 
National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee. In the first module, we provided insight regarding 
the overall 4-H program, including the history, organizational structure, mission mandates 
and adult volunteer’s role.  This segment transitions into details specifically related to 4-H 
Shooting Sports.
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Forum 2010Module 2 Overview:

• 4-H Shooting Sports Goal & Objectives
• What is 4-H Shooting Sports
• National Structure & Guidance
• State Program & Workshop Fundamentals
• What Makes 4-H Shooting Sports Unique

Within this module, we will:

- Discuss our program goal and objectives

- Discover what is 4-H Shooting Sports?

- Learn about the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee’s role

- Review state program basics and Level 1 instructor workshop fundamentals

- And wrap up by understanding what makes 4-H Shooting Sports programs unique

2



4-H Shooting Sports Goal

4-H Shooting Sports provides the high quality program 
necessary for Positive Youth Development by engaging 
youth in the safe, responsible use of firearms and 
archery equipment, in a variety of settings, through 
comprehensive education, life-long recreation, and 
healthy competition.

The goal of 4-H Shooting Sports is to provide a high quality program necessary for Positive 
Youth Development by engaging youth in the safe, responsible use of firearms and archery 
equipment, in a variety of settings, through comprehensive education, life-long recreation, 
and healthy competition.  What is Positive Youth Development, you ask?  While you will 
learn more about PYD in subsequent modules, this approach provides youth with the 
constructive relationships, program settings and engagement that help them successfully 
grow and transition into productive, contributing adults.

As you continue through these e-Learning modules and workshop discipline trainings, you 
will hear a recurring theme – the ultimate focus of 4-H is on the positive development of 
each and every child.  It is essential that this focus carry through to all 4-H meetings, 
practices or other events conducted.  Doing a periodical assessment of club/local activities 
is a good way to ensure things are measuring up to the 4-H standards.
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National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

Just as a map or GPS guides travelers along their way, these ten objectives help chart the 
course for all 4-H Shooting Sports programs.   
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Forum 2010

• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

By igniting their “spark” within, we enable youth to explore their personal passions and 
interests in an organized, safe and supportive environment.   
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Forum 2010

• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests
2. Engage in an effective 4-H program setting

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

Through their engagement in effective 4-H program settings, youth are empowered, 
(click)
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Forum 2010

• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests
2. Engage in an effective 4-H program setting
3. Develop positive relationships with adults, 

youth and peers

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

To develop appropriate, positive relationships with adult mentors, fellow youth 
members and other peers.  Frequently, 4-H Shooting Sports instructors become 
important role models, helping youth develop their full potential. (click)
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• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests
2. Engage in an effective 4-H program setting
3. Develop positive relationships with adults, 

youth and peers
4. Explore a vast array of 4-H educational, 

recreational and competitive activities

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

Just as proper nutrition requires a balance of items from the various food groups to 
maintain physical health, our 4-H programs need to combine a variety of 
educational, recreational and competitive activities to fuel the overall personal 
growth of our members. (click)
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• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests
2. Engage in an effective 4-H program setting
3. Develop positive relationships with adults, 

youth and peers
4. Explore a vast array of 4-H educational, 

recreational and competitive activities
5. Thrive in multiple settings

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

By applying the skills and knowledge gained, these youth are better equipped to 
thrive/excel in many different settings. (click)
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• Enables youth to:
1. Find and explore passions/interests
2. Engage in an effective 4-H program setting
3. Develop positive relationships with adults, 

youth and peers
4. Explore a vast array of 4-H educational, 

recreational and competitive activities
5. Thrive in multiple settings
6. Enhance developmental and long-term 

outcomes

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

While we help members celebrate various successes they achieve over time, our 
ultimate desire is to enhance the developmental and long-term outcomes for each 
child that will serve them well, throughout their lives.
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• Enables youth to:
7. Practice safe and responsible use of firearms 

and archery equipment, enhancing existing 
shooting, conservation, and hunter education 
programs

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

While some might question 4-H’s involvement in shooting sports, teaching youth 
about the safe and responsible use of firearms and archery equipment significantly 
reduces the potential for accidents.  Our educational programs often serve to 
enhance other existing shooting, conservation and hunter education outreach 
efforts.
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• Enables youth to:
7. Practice safe and responsible use of firearms 

and archery equipment, enhancing existing 
shooting, conservation, and hunter education 
programs

8. Explore the national 4-H Mission Mandates
- Science, Healthy Living, Citizenship

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

Besides gaining discipline-specific expertise, each youth is encouraged to actively 
engage in one or more of our national 4-H Mission Mandate topics – Science, 
Healthy Living and Citizenship.  Whether it be our national need for more scientists, 
developing positive habits to overcome a growing array of health-related issues, or 
fostering an attitude of service to our communities, 4-H members acquire essential 
skills for a positive, productive future.
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• Enables youth to:
7. Practice safe and responsible use of firearms 

and archery equipment, enhancing existing 
shooting, conservation, and hunter education 
programs

8. Explore the national 4-H Mission Mandates
- Science, Healthy Living, Citizenship

9. Model safety, sportsmanship and ethical 
behavior

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

There’s an old adage “Actions speak louder than words.”  Thus, it is vital that both 
youth and adult participants always demonstrate appropriate safety practices, 
ensure their behaviors reflect desirable sportsmanship traits and maintain 4-H’s 
high standards of ethical behavior.
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• Enables youth to:
7. Practice safe and responsible use of firearms 

and archery equipment, enhancing existing 
shooting, conservation, and hunter education 
programs

8. Explore the national 4-H Mission Mandates
- Science, Healthy Living, Citizenship

9. Model safety, sportsmanship and ethical 
behavior

10. Strengthen knowledge and life skills 

National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Objectives

Finally, when instructors are well-prepared for meetings or activities and actively 
engage youth in meaningful roles, members are excited to learn and acquire 
essential life skills.

Bottom line, 4-H Shooting Sports is dedicated to promoting safety, positive growth 
within youth and building strong families.
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A. Promoting safe & responsible use of 
firearms/equipment

B. Modeling sportsmanship and ethical behavior
C. Actively engaging youth in long-term learning
D. All of the above

The 4-H Shooting Sports Program focuses on…

The 4-H Shooting Sports Program focuses on…

A. Promoting safe & responsible use of firearms/equipment

B. Modeling sportsmanship and ethical behavior

C. Actively engaging youth in long-term learning

D. All of the above
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Forum 2010 What is
4-H Shooting Sports

• Officially started in 1980

Initially founded by Texas State 4-H Director Tom Davidson in 1980, shooting sports is 
among the largest and fastest growing 4-H projects in the United States.  
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Forum 2010 What is
4-H Shooting Sports

• Officially started in 1980
• Reaches approximately 500,000 youth/year

Each year, approximately half-a-million youth engage in our dynamic hands-on 
learning experiences nationwide.  4-H Clover/Cloverbud members (typically age 5 to 
7) are not eligible to participate in 4-H Shooting Sports due to safety considerations.  
Check with the local Extension office for age specifications within your state.
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Forum 2010 What is
4-H Shooting Sports

• Officially started in 1980
• Reaches approximately 500,000 youth/year
• Over 20,000 authorized volunteer instructors

Helping guide these educational experiences is a cadre of over 20,000 authorized 4-
H volunteers, certified in their respective disciplines, who serve as 4-H Shooting 
Sports instructors at the local level.  With 12 to 15 hours of required training for 
each discipline taught, Shooting Sports instructors receive the highest level of 
training of any 4-H program area.
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Forum 2010 What is
4-H Shooting Sports

• Officially started in 1980
• Reaches approximately 500,000 youth/year
• Over 20,000 authorized volunteer instructors
• Administered by State 4-H Program Director at respective 

Land Grant University

Oversight and program direction is administered by the State 4-H Program Director 
of their respective Land Grant University. County Extension personnel are 
responsible for the management of 4-H programs at the local level.
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Forum 2010 What is
4-H Shooting Sports

• Officially started in 1980
• Reaches approximately 500,000 youth/year
• Over 20,000 authorized volunteer instructors
• Administered by State 4-H Program Director at respective 

Land Grant University
• Privilege, not a right

While 4-H strives to be inclusive of all, the opportunity to participate is a privilege –
not a right.  Within Shooting Sports, inappropriate behaviors could jeopardize the 
safety of others and cannot be permitted.
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The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Created to provide leadership/management:
• Curriculum & training
• Image enhancement
• Program oversight & continuity

Recognizing the diverse array of potential audiences and opportunities, the National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Program Committee was formed. They provide leadership for curriculum 
development, instructor training, image enhancement and oversight to strengthen program 
continuity.
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The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Created to provide leadership/management:
• Curriculum & training
• Image enhancement
• Program oversight & continuity

• Members include:
• State 4-H Program Leaders (3)
• 1862 Representatives (2/region)
• 1890 Representatives (2)

Committee members serve staggered three-year terms, with representation from 
each of the four Extension regions nationwide. Opportunities exist to include 
technology and industry representatives.
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The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Created to provide leadership/management:
• Curriculum & training
• Image enhancement
• Program oversight & continuity

• Members include:
• State 4-H Program Leaders (3)
• 1862 Representatives (2/region)
• 1890 Representatives (2)

• Nationally chartered 4-H organization

This organization has also achieved formal National 4-H Charter status.

23



Forum 2010

• Minimum Standards
– Provides critical information regarding:

• Instructor & youth specifications
• Curriculum & training expectations
• Equipment, risk management & targets

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

To ensure personal safety and program integrity, the National 4-H Shooting Sports 
Committee has developed a short list of non-negotiable minimum standards for 
states to adopt and abide by.  Disregarding these standards could potentially result 
in significant liability and other legal ramifications.
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• Minimum Standards
– Provides critical information regarding:

• Instructor & youth specifications
• Curriculum & training expectations
• Equipment, risk management & targets

• Best Management Practices
– Guidance for program management and safety

• Safety attire
• Inventory control
• Ammunition
• Storage & transport of equipment

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

The National Committee also encourages each state to adopt BMP’s (or Best 
Management Practices) that meet their needs, taking into consideration state 4-H 
program policies and applicable state laws.  Topics covered in state BMP’s should 
include participant eligibility, safety attire, ammunition and appropriate procedures 
for inventory, storage and transportation of equipment and firearms. 

You will receive in-depth information on these minimum standards and BMP’s in 
Module 4 of this series. 
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

Drawing on nationally supported curriculum and training, 4-H Shooting Sports disciplines 
include:

26



• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery

Archery (click)
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator

Coordinator (click)

28



• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills

Hunting/Outdoor Skills (click)
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills
• Muzzle-loading

Muzzle-loading (click)
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills
• Muzzle-loading
• Pistol

Pistol (click)

31



• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills
• Muzzle-loading
• Pistol
• Rifle

Rifle (click)
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills
• Muzzle-loading
• Pistol
• Rifle
• Shotgun

Shotgun (click)
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• Provides nationally supported curriculum and 
instructor training for:

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Archery
• Coordinator
• Hunting/Outdoor Skills
• Muzzle-loading
• Pistol
• Rifle
• Shotgun
• Western Heritage

and the newest addition, Western Heritage. 

Western Heritage helps bring history to life. Youth research late 1800’s frontier 
culture, develop a persona including period-appropriate attire, and make 
presentations. They also shoot several courses of fire at steel targets using pistol, 
rifle and shotgun in timed stages.
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Instructor Certification Levels

Level 
3

Level 
2

Level 
1

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Level 1
• Current, approved local 4-H volunteer
• Pass 12-15 hour state (Level 1) training

Three levels of certification exist within the 4-H Shooting Sports program.  All instructors 
begin at Level 1. This requires individuals to be currently screened and locally approved 4-H 
volunteers, plus they must successfully complete a separate 12-15-hour state-sponsored 
Level 1 workshop for each discipline they wish to teach.  The Level 1 instructor’s primary 
responsibility is to lead 4-H Shooting Sports programs at the club or county level; they are 
not authorized to train or certify other adult instructors.
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Instructor Certification Levels

Level 
3

Level 
2

Level 
1

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Level 1
• Current, approved local 4-H volunteer
• Pass 12-15 hour state (Level 1) training

• Level 2
• Excellent Level 1 proficiency
• Pass 40-hour national (Level 2) training

Those Level 1 instructors who have demonstrated a proficiency in teaching youth 
within a given discipline at the local level, may contact their State 4-H Shooting 
Sports Coordinator requesting permission to attend a nationally-sponsored Level 2 
training.  If approved and upon successful completion of the 40-hour discipline 
specific workshop, they may return to teach adults at state-sponsored Level 1 
workshops.  Level 2 instructors are expected to teach at least one Level 1 training 
annually for the next three years.  In many states, Level 2 instructors are also 
members of their State 4-H Shooting Sports leadership team.
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Instructor Certification Levels

Level 
3

Level 
2

Level 
1

The National 4-H 
Shooting Sports Committee

• Level 1
• Current, approved local 4-H volunteer
• Pass 12-15 hour state (Level 1) training

• Level 2
• Excellent Level 1 proficiency
• Pass 40-hour national (Level 2) training

• Level 3
• Outstanding Level 2 record
• Complete level 3 apprenticeship

Each year, the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee reviews outstanding Level 2 
instructors with extensive discipline knowledge and excellent teaching evaluations. 
These top instructors may apply to assist in teaching at a nationally-sponsored 
workshop to further assess their teaching abilities. Once a Level 2 instructor has 
successfully apprenticed as an assistant instructor at a national workshop, they may 
be advanced to Level 3 status, enabling them to teach at future national workshops.
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A. Specific discipline-based curriculum
B. Four levels of instructor certification
C. Established minimum standards
D. Recommended best management practices
E. A, C & D above

The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee 
provides critical leadership through…

The National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee provides critical leadership through…

A. Specific discipline-based curriculum

B. Four levels of instructor certification

C. Established minimum standards

D. Recommended best management practices

E. A, C & D above
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State 4-H Shooting
Sports Committees

• Assist State 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator 

Just as the National 4-H Shooting Sports Committee provides overall program leadership, 
many State 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinators draw upon the experience and expertise of 
local instructors and resources to guide their respective state programs.
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State 4-H Shooting
Sports Committees

• Assist State 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator
• Committee composition

• Number of members reflective of state’s needs
(typically no larger than 20-24 members)

• Provides representation of disciplines offered

While it is not uncommon to find several Level 2 or 3 instructors on respective State 
Committees, the size and composition should be reflective of that state’s specific needs. 
Most committees include representation from each of the discipline areas their state 
offers.
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State 4-H Shooting
Sports Committees

• Assist State 4-H Shooting Sports Coordinator
• Committee composition

• Number of members reflective of state’s needs
(typically no larger than 20-24 members)

• Provides representation of disciplines offered

• Advance in-state programming
• Provide input to State Coordinator
• Strengthen internal communication
• Assist with state-level activities/events

Besides sharing valuable input and strengthening state-local communication, state 
committee members often assist with conducting state-level activities and events. As the 
ability to expand 4-H Shooting Sports programs depends on securing new instructors, 
assisting with their recruitment plus helping to schedule and conduct State Level 1 
workshops are other key roles for committee members.
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Why are State Level 1
Trainings Required?

One common question is why other organization’s instructors (i.e. Hunter Education, NRA, 
USAA) or even law enforcement officers can’t be certified as 4-H Shooting Sports 
Instructors without further training. Perhaps the best answer can be obtained by reversing 
the question – why can’t 4-H Shooting Sports instructors automatically qualify as Hunter 
Education, NRA and USAA instructors or law enforcement officers.  
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• Different criteria and unique focus from many other  
shooting-based entities

Why are State Level 1
Trainings Required?

The reality is that each entity has different criteria and a unique focus. Adults with 
extensive subject-matter knowledge and/or certifications from other organizations 
frequently note how valuable the information was that they gained from our Level 1 
workshops.   
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• Different criteria and unique focus from many other  
shooting-based entities

• Positive Youth Development
• Teaching adults to teach kids
• Extensive youth development resources
• Integration of STEM education
• Development of essential life skills

Why are State Level 1
Trainings Required?

While we utilize shooting sports as a means to attract youth to our program, our focus is 
first and foremost on safety and Positive Youth Development.  4-H has an excellent track 
record of teaching adults how to teach youth, plus we have an extensive network of 
training and youth development resources that most organizations don’t have.  The 4-H 
Shooting Sports program continues to find ways to integrate STEM education to expand 
youth understanding, while constantly engaging youth in experiential/hands-on learning 
activities that develop essential life skills.
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• Different criteria and unique focus from many other  
shooting-based entities

• Positive Youth Development
• Teaching adults to teach kids
• Extensive youth development resources
• Integration of STEM education
• Development of essential life skills

• Clarification of responsibilities & expectations
• Provides consistent understanding
• Liability coverage

Why are State Level 1
Trainings Required?

State trainings give an opportunity to clarify the role, responsibilities and expectations for 
each 4-H Shooting Sports instructor.  Successful organizations recognize that achieving a 
clear, consistent understanding of these factors is crucial for peak performance.  In 
addition, many land-grant universities extend liability coverage to all 4-H volunteers –
provided they are operating within the scope of their assigned duties. Therefore, it is vital 
for the personal protection of our 4-H Shooting Sports instructors that they clearly 
understand what they can and cannot do.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management

Now that we’ve covered the “why” of state trainings, let’s focus on the key concepts you 
should encounter during any 4-H Shooting Sports workshop.

Safety is at the very foundation of all 4-H Shooting Sports programs. During the past 30+ 
years, there has been over 150 billion person hours of educational contact by certified 4-H 
instructors with youth. In that time, only a few injuries have been documented within the 
program – none fatal. Shooting Sports remains one of the safest 4-H projects. 

Our stellar safety record is not a matter of luck. Each 4-H Shooting Sports instructor 
receives in-depth safety training and develops a risk management plan specifically tailored 
for the facilities to be used in conjunction with their respective meetings. This plan needs 
to be openly shared and reviewed with all program participants to insure each person 
knows what their responsibilities would be in the event of an actual emergency. Each 
person present needs to be alert for any potential safety issues and promptly bring those to 
the instructor’s attention.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management
• First Shot Fundamentals

There are five remaining areas that make 4-H Shooting Sports different than other 
youth shooting programs, starting with the first shot.  We train instructors to teach 
the fundamentals (such as proper handling of equipment, muzzle control and basic 
sighting) so youth can safely take their first shot within 30 minutes.  That is often 
the spark that ignites a life-long love of shooting sports.

47



A. Muzzle control
B. Breath control
C. Basic sighting
D. Proper handling of equipment

Which of these are not a component of
First Shot Fundamentals?

Which of these are not a component of First Shot Fundamentals?

A. Muzzle control

B. Breath control

C. Basic sighting

D. Proper handling of equipment
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management
• First Shot Fundamentals
• 4-H Volunteer Training

4-H Shooting Sports 
Instructor Certification Workshops

Nationwide, more than 5,000 new 4-H Shooting Sports Level 1 instructors are 
trained and certified at state-sponsored workshops annually.  Several states conduct 
multiple workshops each year at different geographic locations, offering various 
discipline trainings.  Upon successful completion of a 12-15-hour training, the 
instructor is certified to teach 4-H members that specific discipline at the local level.  
A separate certification must be obtained for each discipline an instructor wishes to 
teach.  Contact your local Extension office or state 4-H Shooting Sports coordinator 
for times and locations of upcoming workshops.

Be aware, many states require prospective instructors to complete their 4-H 
volunteer application process and background screening before attending a state-
sponsored 4-H Shooting Sports workshop.  Contact your local Extension office well 
in advance to insure you have fulfilled these or any other requirements.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management
• First Shot Fundamentals
• 4-H Volunteer Training
• Teaching Adults to Teach Kids

An essential skill learned by instructors at state-sponsored 4-H Shooting Sports 
workshops revolves around effective techniques in teaching kids.  This begins with 
understanding how youth learn, followed by how physical, emotional and cognitive 
skills at different ages impact a child’s ability to learn.  This topic will be extensively 
covered in Module 3.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management
• First Shot Fundamentals
• 4-H Volunteer Training
• Teaching Adults to Teach Kids
• Developing Life Skills

Through active 4-H Shooting Sports involvement, youth acquire many valuable life 
skills. These include communication, empathy, leadership, teamwork, decision 
making, self-discipline, personal safety and even recordkeeping. These abilities 
benefit youth during their 4-H careers and throughout their adult lives.

Research has shown that 4-H members are 4 times more likely to contribute back to 
their communities than their non 4-H peers. They are also twice as likely to make 
healthier choices and engage in STEM activities. Being in 4-H clearly does make a 
difference.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Level 1 Workshops

• These are fundamental components:
• Safety & Risk Management
• First Shot Fundamentals
• 4-H Volunteer Training
• Teaching Adults to Teach Kids
• Developing Life Skills
• Positive Youth Development

Positive Youth Development. This is the bottom line for what happens within 4-H. It’s 
the fuel that drives the gears and propels our program forward. You will learn more 
about this exciting topic in module 3.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Program Priority Pyramid

As this module draws to a close, there are three final points I’d like to review, starting with 
the 4-H Shooting Sports Program Priority Pyramid.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Program Priority Pyramid

Competition

Competition occupies the top portion of the pyramid, and sometimes is 
misconstrued by individuals as our primary objective. While competition can be an 
appropriate part of a youth development program, it comprises a relatively small 
portion of the overall pyramid. Just as a house requires a strong foundation and 
sturdy walls for the roof to add value, so it is with competition.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Program Priority Pyramid

Competition

Recreation

Recreation represents a larger section of our pyramid. This is the hook that keeps 
youth coming back; if it’s not fun, kids will go somewhere else that is. Recreation 
also supports the concept of family involvement, uniting parents and youth around 
a common interest. Families that play together, stay together.
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4-H Shooting Sports
Program Priority Pyramid

Competition

Recreation

Education

Education occupies the largest portion and provides the foundation for our 
pyramid. While opportunities exist for Positive Youth Development and acquisition 
of Life Skills at all three levels, our program priorities must be anchored in 
education. Without this focus, we could easily lose the support of our land-grant 
universities, and thus our entire 4-H Shooting Sports program.
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A. Recreation
B. Education
C. Competition

Which of the following components is the 
foundation of the 4-H Shooting Sports

Priority Pyramid?

Which of the following components is the foundation of the 4-H Shooting Sports Priority 
Pyramid?

A. Recreation

B. Education

C. Competition
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Positive Public Perceptions

The second point I’d like to emphasize is our role in fostering a positive, public perception 
of 4-H Shooting Sports. What we each say and do can dramatically impact how others 
within our communities view our programs. Let’s listen in as Todd Williver shares some 
thoughts that might help further illustrate the impacts that words and actions can have.

{Embed Todd’s Power Point after this Intro slide and before the remaining “Positive Public 
Perceptions” slide}
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The following slides of 60-79 will 
automatically play. There are 
questions throughout that will pause 
the slideshow, but after the questions 
the slides will play automatically until 
slide 79, which will require you to click 
on the slide to resume.

This slide is hidden and is just here to 
help you plan the modules.
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Disclaimer

(The views expressed in this presentation are the views of the presenter, and the presenter alone.  
They are offered as “food for thought”, use/discard them as you see fit.  This information was 

current as of late 2010.)

S. Todd Williver – Lincoln County, Oregon 4-H Program Coordinator
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“The Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms!”
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A well regulated militia, being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 

infringed.

Copyright - 1791
United States of America
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From the Bill of Rights [1]

Another version is found in the copies distributed to the states 
for ratification [2]

District of Columbia v. Heller 
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Word Play 

• Two grammatical interpretations  (see the commas?)                        
(prefatory and operative clauses vs. ablative absolute) 

• Capitalization –
• People or people - individual rights vs. collective rights?
• Arms or arms – Suggests some, not all?
• Militia or militia – The Military or the people?

• “Well regulated” – “restricted” or “disciplined or trained” 

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall 
not be infringed.”

“A well regulated militia being necessary to the security of a 
free State, the right of the People to keep and bear arms shall 
not be infringed.”
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3. Statement from the American Bar Association in "National Coalition to Ban Handguns Statement on the 
Second Amendment", quoted by Cottrol, Robert. Gun Control and the Constitution: Sources and 
Explorations on the Second Amendment, page 286 (Taylor & Francis 1994). 
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• True
• False

Would it be correct to say that the 2nd amendment 
is clearly defined and understood by everyone?

Would it be correct to say that the 2nd Amendment is clearly defined and understood by 
everyone?

A. True

B. False
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o Always be considered with making statements to 
the public or instructing youth

o Is important to maintain credibility of our 
organization

o Is not important

Perception of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program 
should: (Choose all that apply)

Perception of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program should…

A. Always be considered with making statements to the public or instructing youth

B. Is important to maintain credibility of our organization

C. Is not important

Choose all that apply.
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-Food for Thought-
Words have meaning!

What links these items together?

TOOLS
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-Food for Thought-
Words have meaning!

Did the grouping just change?

Are they all still tools?

Some would consider some of these to be weapons.  Is that 
accurate?

Could they all be considered weapons?  If so, in what context?

73



-Food for Thought-
Words have meaning!

The term weapon requires direct reference to the intention of the user.

If the intent is to injure or kill, it becomes a weapon

If we refer to firearms as weapons it instills a negative connotation of 
shooting sports and makes it easier to “sell” anti-gun legislation
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-More Food for Thought-
What would happen if…
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• True
• False

The terms Weapons and Firearms are synonymous 
and can be used interchangeably.

The term Weapons and Firearms are synonymous and can be used interchangeably.

A. True

B. False
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

The final point in closing is to review what makes our program unique.     
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• Focus on Positive Youth Development

While many organizations offer extensive subject-matter or tactical training and 
certification, 4-H Shooting Sports focuses on the fundamentals of positive youth 
development.
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• Focus on Positive Youth Development
• Appropriate youth/adult partnerships
• Developing critical life skills  

4-H Shooting Sports programs are designed to create a supportive environment and 
appropriate youth/adult partnerships where youth can develop critical life skills.
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• Focus on Positive Youth Development
• Appropriate youth/adult partnerships
• Developing critical life skills
• STEM integration

We strive to incorporate STEM activities, enabling youth to discover the “why” and 
“how” related to 4-H Shooting Sports mechanics - enhancing their educational 
experience. 

83



What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• Focus on Positive Youth Development
• Appropriate youth/adult partnerships
• Developing critical life skills
• STEM integration
• Personal growth & civic engagement

Youth recognize personal growth through active civic engagement – giving back to 
their communities.

Certainly, in keeping with the 4-H Motto of “To Make the Best Better”, we want to 
help youth gain proficiency.  However, there is a vital concept we trust all 4-H 
Shooting Sports instructors understand and model
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• We don’t focus on making 
champion shooters…

We don’t focus on making champion shooters…
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What Makes 4-H 
Shooting Sports Unique?

• We don’t focus on making 
champion shooters…

• We focus on developing 
champion kids! 

We focus on developing champion kids!
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A. Teach kids to shoot
B. Put pressure on children to make them excel
C. Hit more bullseyes
D. Positive Youth Development

The #1 priority of the 4-H Shooting Sports
Program is to:

The #1 priority of the 4-H Shooting Sports Program is to…

A. Teach kids to shoot

B. Put pressure on children to make them excel

C. Hit more bullseyes

D. Positive Youth Development
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This completes Module 2.
Thank you!
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